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ROYAL COMMISSION ON SITES FOR THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.

REPOIT

Jart [.—Introductory.

To His Excelleney the Right Honorable Wittiay, Earn Beavemawr,
.I';lli;:llt, (!l}llltu:bllfll"l' of the -,\[{IH'!. })i#ﬁllbﬂliﬁhl'[l [}]'ﬂvr of H;;iut .-‘[i(‘]!lill!].
and Bt. George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of
New South Wales and its Dependencies,

Maxy 1r Prease Your Exceriescy :—

Before actively addressing myself to the execution of the Commission
authorising and appointing me to make full inguiry as to the suitability for the Seat
of Government of the Commonwealth of Australia of sueh tracts or areas as I might
be invited to consider ; to inspect all or any of such Sites as I micht think fit; and,
after public inquiries in open court, and the taking of evidence touching the
premises, to certify such evidenee, or so much thereof as 1 might deem relevant to
the inquiry, and report to your Exeelleney the conclusions arrived at, as the results
of such inspections and inquiries, I found myself faced by serious preliminary
difficulties.

The first was a personal one, of a kind likely to strain the duty of allegianee preiminary

to one’s native State ; for it was clearly a paramount duty that I should endeavour ifficultic:
to discharge my mind of every sentiment and symbol of bias in favour of that State,
as well as of any disposition to favour the supposed interests or pretensions of its
Capital. To the best of my power, and from the standpoint of a sincere federalist,
I have done my best to consider the momentous questions involved in the Com-
mission, solely as an Australian citizen, and with an eye striving to look to the
future dimensions and requirements of the Australian Commonwealth, and not to
the present and temporary advantages or disadvantages which the establishment of
the Federal Territory and Seat of Government in any particular part of New South
Wales might entail cn that State or its metropolis.

My next difficulty was of a different kind, and arose from the vagueness of
the 125th =ection of the Bill which has now become the Commonwealth of
Australin Constitution Acet, the text of that seetion heing :—

*The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be determined by
the Parliament, and shall be within tervitory which shall have heen
cranted to, or acquired by, the Commonwealth, and shall he vested in
and belong to the Commonwealth, and, if New South Wales be an
Orizinal State, shall be in that State, and be distant not less than one
hundred miles from Sydney.

*Buch territory shall contain an arvea of not less than one hundred square
miles, and such portion thereof as shall consist of Crown lands shall
be granted to the Commonwealth without any payment therefor,

“If Victoria be an Original State, the Parliament shall sit at Melbourne
until it meets at the Seat of Government.”

425 —A i
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(5) SOUTH-WESTERN SITES.

Growpingof 06, The clustering of almost all the Sites proposed on this line of communi-
the Bplaey. CHLION, along, or in the immediate vicinity of, the Sydney to Melbourne Trunk
Melbourne  Iiailway, is to a certain extent the counterpart of a similar grouping of Sites on the
Main Western Line; but the influence of the important Border State of Vietoria in
dule;min‘i:\_\t:‘m lines of Accessibility is more marked in conneetion with these South-
western 1 5

e G7. Compared with the principal Western, these South-western Bites, with
o sea the exception of Goulburn, are physically distinguished by their connection with
"w’"_‘?'"‘ rivers of large volume and permanent flow—the )[lln—umhi\igus and Murray ; and
Sites, that feature wonld be distinctively exg:]v:ssed on a section of the country lying
hetween the n|]1per basin of the Wollondilly (say at Goulburn) and the basin of the
Murray at Albury, which would mark a fall of from 2,074 to 524 feot above sea
level; or, if Cullerin Station be taken as the highest point on the table-
land, a fall of 1,861 feet. Between these points of maximum anid
o minimum elevation, the Railway Station altitudes above sea level of
Goulburn, Bowning, Yass Plains, Murrumburrah, Cootamundra, Junce,
Wagza Waggn, and Albury are found to be respeetively, 2,074, 1,807,
4e2 1,060, 1,271, 1,082, 0S8, GO, 534 fect.  When these elevations are com-
o ww pared with the largest and most permanent sources of water supply,
© 3 Wagea Wagea gets the benefit of the Murrambidgee by o loss of 1,463
feet ot ¢levation, and Albury the benefit of the Murray by a loss of 1,510 feet.

Jusse, (8, The distance along this Main Trunk Line from Melhourne to Sydney is
ity LTI miles; so that an equi-distant point on it, as between the two Capital Cities,
s would be about the 255th mile. At or about this peint Junee is the vnl{ Site that
mendrn.  hias been proposed; but, as already indieated in paragraph 41, that Site, like others

on the downward grade or desecnt toward the l’Fnins of Riverinn, is open to grave
objection on the seore of both Water Resources and Climate.(*) Junce, thercfore,
has been rejected, and, for the same reasons, Cootamundra and Murrumburrah.
"o supply an assumed population of 40,000, water would have to be lifted from the
Murrumbidgee, or brought by gravitation from onc of its affluents, at very great
expense, to ensure a sufficient service for any of these Sites, and, against these
drawbacks, no compensating advantages have been disclosed, with the exception of
such as may be claimed under the head of Aceessibility. .

Tagns 69, Lower in the descending series lies Wagga Wagga, the elevation of its
b Railway Station above sea-level being 609 feet, and of the Site selected for the Federal
Capital about 710 fect as an average. This Site has the advantage of being only 2L
i iy iy point of equi-distance between Sydney and Albury, heing 508
miles distant from Sydney, and 267 miles from Melboirne, and it has the enviable
endowment of an unlimited water supply in the Murrumbidgee, on the left bank of
which permanent and ample stream it is situated.  That supply, however, must, it
would seem, be obtained by pumping, for no effective gravitation anmﬂ% has been
pointed out, nor is the existenee of a gravitation source of supply prohable, at least,
within reasonable of distance and expenditure. In regard to fertility of soil,
food supply, and facilities for the enlargement of the proposed Site, Wagga Wagga
is well favoured, The Site selected for the Federal Capital, being an expansion
or enlargement to the south of the present town of Wagza Wagen, though lacking
any features of distinction, would scem to be architecturally sound and ac:{r.ubln.
If resumption values were paid for the 04,000 acres of alienated I_amlacm!:ra in the
Site, they would, including the area within Municipal boundaries, eost, according to
estimates of witnesses, £062,560. In spite of all its apparent advantages, I must,
nevertheless, place Wagga Wagza in the Rejected List, for its water su]:{lly must
be a pumping one from the River Murrumbidgee, and ifs summer an autumn
climate is the climate of a low-lying district situate in a river basin. Moreover, the
cost of resuming the Federal Capital Site, which includes the town of Wagga “ng?
(supposing resumption to be mecessary), would be out of all proportion to t
advantages derived from the inelusion. 70,

3 Blembald. reported (215/1900] an follows - The caly possible Water Supply for Junee in by
o I Marrmmidets munmi'iuhw:mwmum“:iumwm-&-
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" 70. The next Site of importance on the Sonthern Trunk Railway is Albury, Aberr
distant 100 miles from Melbourne and 386 from Syidney, and having an altitude at the
Railway Station of 534 feet, and, as a mean of the pro Site, of 700 feet above
sea-level.  Like Wagga Wagea, Albury h 1 the advantages eonnected with an
un l_.ﬂl water supply by pumping feom th (I Murray), on the north bank of
whiclt it is situated. The alluvial flats of the Murmy feontages give Albury great
advantages in the possession of a fertile soil removed from the bancful influenes of
droughts, while the country bordering on the river affords all facilities for the pro-
duction of geain, froits, and wine; and, for the command of almost unlimited food
sllpl:}bcs from other distriets, Albury must be allotted o prominent place.  The Murey
could be madea navigalile river by 2 moderate expenditure in snagzing and dredging,
and health resorts are within casy reach, 'The _elevation of the Railway Station of
Albury is less by 75 feet than that of the Station at Wages Wagega, and, althongh
Albury is almost entirely surrounded by high country, especinlly on the Vietorian
side, it is, nevertheless, elaimed that even during the hot months of the year the climate
is healthy and invigorating; but, in all these eases of low-lying Sites, the evidence of
local witnesses, which, of eourse, is rarely unfavonrable, must not be allowed to out-
weigh actuala'll)‘siml conditions ; and these disclose the fact that Albury, like Wagaa
Wagga, is within the zone of high inland summer and autumn temperatares. Perhaps
the climate of Albury, by resson of its ];J'ruximily to the Victorian Mountain Ranges
on the sonth-cast, may be b inlly i 1, in some degree, but certainly not to
such a degree a8 to compensate for a loss of 1,000 to 1,500 feet of altitude. In the
matter of Accessibility, Albury is about twice as far from Sydney as from Melbourne,
and is on the bank of the boundary river between the two States of Vietoria and New
South Wales. With the inl tion of Federation, Albury and the
Federal Capital of the Commonwealth, if located there, must be dominated by the
nearer State and its Metropolis for all inl purp for trade will then

il s 1 by the conditions of cheaper and shorter access to the best
market. If there had been no such compromise of the rival claims of New Sonth
Wales and Victoria as is contained in the 126th soetion of the Commonwealth Aet,
the Inst objection could not, I think, have been fivirly rised against the aspieations
of Albury; but, in view of that section, which declares that the Seat of Government
shall be in the State of New South Wales, but distant not less than 100 miles from
Sydney, it would hardly be reasonable to mmpmith the 100 miles limit in a way

at might result in a Site being accepted which, while technically and topogra-
phically within New South Wales, and so complying with the literal r'c’?nimmmls
of the section, would be within the 1 s|§wre of infl a Bonder
State to such a degree as to make the statutory direction as to location, in effect,

almost nllgabn%, i
71. As Corowa Railway Station is about 30 feet lower than that of Albury, Ceemws,
and the Site inspeeted presented no features of superiority over the Albury Site, and Howleg.
s it could not be assumed that a Site lying lower down the same river (the Murray)
could have a better climate than one lying some miles higher up, the reasons dn'
rejecting Albury were reasons for rejecting Corowa.  An additi reason was that
Corows is situated at the terminus of the branch line, Culeairm to Corown, and, as
compared with Albury, is less conveniently loeated on the line of direct communica-
tion between New South Wales and Vietoria. IHowlong Site, situate between
Corowa and Albury, was eursorily examined but not officially inspected, being open
to the same objeetion as Corowa.
72, Tumut is not on this Trunk Railway, but is reached by road from the Temat.

i ‘Gundagai) of the C dra. Branch Eailway, the dzs!amm being 21
miles, Tumut township has an altitude, necording to Mr. Staff-Surveyor Chesterman,
of 925 feet; but the mean altitude of the proposed Capital Site would, aceording to
the same witness, be about 1,300 feet above sea-level, The difference in mileage,
rail and road, between Sydney and Tumut and Melbourne and Tumut, is about 70
miles in favour of the former. The summer and auturmnal heat are not excessive.
The rinfall is ample (38 inches), and is well distributed over the four quarters of the

. The soil is l'\er*aferiibu on the alluvial flats, and, on the hill slopes, quite up
to the average of similar country. The water resources are ample, and a pmmi,unF
gravitation supply is offered by the Buddong, apart from the Tumut River itself.
The basin of Gilmore Creek, on which lies the Sits of the proposed Federal Capital,
is by no means w;itbnut distinetive features; and the Tumut River, which is the

4 castern.
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eastern houndary of the proposed territory, ean claim to be along the whole length of
its course, nntrzmly, perhaps, the most lovely stream in New South Wales, but to
offer riverside landscapes that, for natural beanty, are unsurpassed, if they are rivalled,
mnyin that State. It i, therefore, with no fittle reluctance that T feel obliged to
Tumut to the list of rejeeted South-Western Sites; but this Site, being 54
miles, even when connected by mil, from the main line of eommunication—the
South-Western Trunk Line between the Northern aml Southern States—is at a
epetual disadvantage, As against any Site situated on the Trunk Line, Tumut is
E:ndiuppell Ty the faet that Syduey is 308 miles, and Melbourne 378 miles, distant,
which means 110 miles of extra hanlage from each _qullx'l. and miade
lengths along cach State section of the milway. The Gilmore Valley Capital Site is
Physi o e ibed area i ble of mueh exp npd.nlmignpomm
of the Territory Site is very rough and inteactable country for agricultura ‘
The mean altitude, even allowing it to reach :fdw;mt. is hardly sufficient to ensure
the ) e

imate, ly in utumn ; but if Tumut had heen
situnted on the Trunk Line, with the advantages it p that Site, ding
to the original 1, should, in my judgment, have been at least hracketed as on
an equality with the Yass Site as originally proposed.

73, The four Sites specified in the margin did not seem to require ing om,
as my knowledge of the country proposed for the Federal Territory hy their advocates
made further examination unnecessary. 1ay and Wentworth were within the hot
zone, and were nnsuitable in other respects. 1l tha was mmore ihl
than Tumut, and more circumseribed in avea; and Bowna (submitted too late for
inspection) was in no better position than Albury. These Sites were, therefore,
rejected without special inspection.

74 All other South-western Sites having been rejected, Goulburn and Yass
alone remain for consideration and eun&pnrimn.

In regard to Water Resources, if Goulburn had to be supplicd by gravitation,

its position is rather low on the tive list prepared by Mr. Blomfield, havin,
bwr;‘luwd by him hetween Q) an and Cootamundra.  On the other lnndg,
Yass, if supplied by a pumping scheme from the Murrumbidiee, has heen d

@
somewhat similar” position, between Waggn Wagga and Junce; but subsequently
to Mr. B]umﬂold‘up‘::rpemion. it has been claimed, in favour of Yass, that the
i eatehment ean that Site with an effective gravitation scheme (see
Annexures—Yass, 3, 8, 4); but that scheme is, in mﬁgﬂm of length of P:F'I:
line and other circumstances, an expensive one—£270,4 for piping luna 5
Upper Wollondilly has not been, it must be admitted ghly for
a gravitation supply for Goulburn ; but even if the water resources of Goulburn

were equal, or nearly equal, to those of Y d neither are par v iz
—yet there are reasons why the Yass Site possesses more advai than that
of Goulburn, viz.:—(1) Alt Yass does not the altitude above sea level
of Goulburn, the Yass climate is on the whole better than the Goulburn climate;

ggul’w is nearer the point of equi-distance between Sydney and Melbourne than
Iburn by about 60 miles—both being on the sume trunk line; (3} The Yass

district gives greater facilities for expansion of area (if desired), a hetter
8oil; (4) The cost of rewm‘g:i:n of land for Yass is considerahly less, according to
estimates of value, than for Ibwrn.  The area within Municipal boundaries—
Of Goulburn being valued at ... .. .. .. .. £676737
Of Yass at... o 213,000
A difference in favour of Yass of £403,737
while the estimated value of land outside the Municipal boundaries of is

about £3 Ts. Gd. per acre on an average, and of the same class of land at Yass at £3
per acre. A ing to these figures, the cost of the Yass territory would be less
than a third of the cost of the Goulburn territory.
For these reasons I have thought that the Yass Site should be erred
to the Gonlburn Site, even as ori Iy
embraces 100 square miles, and of Yoss, 144 squoare miles; but my grounds
for advising the offer of Yass as the most eligible among Scnth-western Sites
for the establishment of the Seat of Government of the Commonwealth rest, in &
very considerable degree, upon the inclusion of an enlarged area, the inerease being
as

, which, in the case of Goulborn, -

12

a8 mueh as 050 square miles, and embracing the entire bed of Take George (probal
not less than G0 square miles), which, of course, is Crown land, and wvr?'h{pm rllfu
Commonwealth nothing. Roughly, the sugrested extension of the Yass Site would
bewin ot the jusction of the Yass River with the Murrumbidgee, and, thence
eastwanl, follow the course of the Murrumbidgee to a point near to Queanbeyan ;
thence northerly to Bungendore, and the eastern side of Eﬂm George to its northern
end; and thence by a line connecting that point with the head of the Yass River;
and so by the Yass River to the point of commeneement, (See plan of Yass Exten-
sion Site, marked It in Appeniix.®) This enlargement would practically fedemlise
most of the triangular traet of countey, of which the apex is Goulburn, the hase
the Mn'rgumhinlgm River, and the two sides, portions of the Main South-western
Trunk Line and of the Goulbum to Cooma Line,

74. There is some highly improved country on the castern and_southi-enstern Like Gesege.

shores of Lake George, including the Currendooley Fstate and House, which
rhaps it might be desirable to acquire s a eonnt; ymidem for the Governor-
eneral ; but T have excluded this tmet, to avoid loading the Yass Scheme with an
additional and large item for cost of resumption.
I have included the basin of Lake George for the following reasons :—

(1) Its acquisition would, practieally, eost the Commonwealth nothing ; and it
is an area of Crown land that New South Wales hias never considered
to be of the smallest value to her terrtory, except for o small strip at
the southern end of the Lake used for measaring two base lines in
eonnection with a Selieme of General Triangulation.  The Lake is o
)a‘:fec:pnmof more o less bruckish water when at high level,(t)
and a large expanse of saline mud when at its lowest; sometimes

Iy coversd with the weed known as Fat Hen and a salinous
erceper (¥ Rhagoedia, wgh;:d“d the catchment is limited in extent.
twith ding its lim tel , the basin of this Lake, or o
of it, eonld be eonverted into a reservoir, its value to the
nwealth Territory would be much greater than to any part
of New South Wales.({)

(8.) If the basin cannot be eonverted into n permanent reservoir, then if recls-
mation by the Commonwealth should be undertaken,—and there is not
much room to doubt that the whole of the water in the basin could,
if necessary, be discharged by eutting and tunnel (through Geary's
;i;x.}ah 3!» lower levels abont the sources of the Yass River, and

irectly into that river,—there would be a very large aren of

Tuable lInnd acquirad for C Il puiry which is not likel
to be acquired for the henefit of New South Wales, It is right to wld
that T have not heen able to obtain any exact information as to the
depth and nature of the soil deposits in'the Lake; but if the grass on

(2) If,

3. A C, Tietts, Chairman of the Goallarn Lasd = ; 5

slicghaia ot 1t - meameing o1 1 Ikl o th Bt '*.:‘w'“mn‘:?.g,“m““m
4 fancion it o Museuntélges Bvee A b 1 st bank o Shat rver s

8 it o et of e 1] Trgooomettical Siaion, paiah,of S arrala

et :
of that river, dowwwards to ths tows of Yass ; thesoe north 1o Sosthern Railway Li
Mr, A, C. cﬂ—dh&-‘ﬁn-hndmmmmu n b et 15700574, when
(1. 3. B«l;t ey 70157
ot oy by the Bate Sir T A - Marruy live and thrive in the Lake, £ -
erence Aubrey ve and thrive

5 levedling to ba 2225 foet abore s bevel
Sbenmtiin 1 1o o wpon - Plonieln LARe G b e T . Mol o

by
Pl
565 Tt higher than Yass Tiail 11 the water of Laks e parifen, ding am catlet as well
Aredging, and e mlmili e T e Vot el th el e
Darhtis -:'..Hm" e e ey mm:lawll:vwhb-;m
required.

ol = o mluiu;h:-.zpm;dluwlm-ﬁ -
-
1 b et Bl AT i 5 ot
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(¢) SOUTHERN SITES.

76, Between Goulburn and the Victorian Border, 7 Sites were submitted for

jon and inquiry, and between Sydney and Goulburn :, or, if Sassalms be
included, 4. OF these 11 Sites, § were inspected —viz., Barber's Creek, Bemboks,
FBombala-Eden (3 Monara), 1, Buckley's Crossing, Delegate, Moss
Vale, and Queanbeyan ; but Pablie Inguiries were held only at (Iamnhe)'an. Braid-
wood, nnd Bombala. Barber's Creck, Moss Vale, and Towrang Sites were eonsidered
unsuitable, among other reasons, for either insufficient or difficult and costly water
anppl‘ legate and Eden beeame incorporated with Southern Monare; Buckley's
Crussing, in spite of its splendid Water Supply, when considered as a rival to its near
neighbour, was thought to be outelassed as an_independent Site ; Sassaf the
summit of the const range that defines the basin of the Shoalbaven on the cast—
gave no hope of an adequate Water Supply, was manifestly open to objection on the
seore of accessibility, and could elaim no physieal or other advantages over B idwood,
a rival Site in the upper hosin of the Shoallaven; and Temboka, at the lead of the.
Bega River, at the foot of the Nimitybelle, or Brown's, Mountain, was o conparatively
low-lying Site, without any tervailing ad petition was theref
practically limited to 8 Sites—Queanbeyan, Braidwuod, and Southern Monaro.

77. The first named of these Sites, embracing ns it docs n long frontage to the
Murrumbideee and the beautiful and fertile Limestone Plains (on the Duntroon
Estate), with an altitude of hetween 1,000 and 2,200 feet, promising water resources,
and a much commended elimate, when placed in_ competition with its neighbouring
vival on the west, Yass, was clearly at n great disadvantage in regard to Accessibility ;
the dist: from Mell o an being 502 miles, ov, by the proposed
extension, pid Bairnsdale and Cooma, about 460 miles, while from Sydney it is only
205 miles, and when placed in competition with the Southern Monaro Site, was at a
like disadvantage for the same reason, and also in regard to the Fosscssion of an
ample and cheap gravitation water supply. Nevertheless, although ejected ns an
independent Site among Southern peti much of the proposed Queant
Site has been included in the enlarged Site of Yass. (See paragraph 74, and Plan
of Yass Extension Site, marked R in Appendix.)

78, Like most of the Tableland Sites, Braidwood is a pastoral or grazing,
rather than an agrienltural, district, and_is held in comparatively large areas; tl
resumption of the Braidwood Site would, therefore, be much less ecostly than the
resumption of agricultural country ; the average value for Braid » Yass, ai
(8] van, being, for improved lands outside municipal boundarics, about £3 per
acre. Braidwood is some #0 miles off the Goulburn-Cooma Line, and its water
resourees, except for a pumping scheme, are not zood. Its climate is rather
severe in winter—perhaps, however, not more severe than that of Southern Monaro.
Its summer climate is quite equal to that of Queanbeyan, and it gets the sea
brecze somewhat earlier in the day; but, in reed to Aceessibility, it is rather
maore unfavourably situated than Queanbeyan, and the area of wood country in the
upper hasin of the Shealbaven, in which the Braidwood Site lies, is limited, while
the ehagacter of its soil is not one of ifs greatest recommendations. = But for these
drawhacks, the zently undulating downs seen from the summit of Gillimatong Hill,
soemesd admiral ited for a Capital Site, Bateman’s Bay, at the mouth of the
Clyde River, as a Federal Port associnted with this Site, although it affords sea-
carriage, cannot vie for an instant with Twofold Bay in connection with the Southern
Monaro Site; and the Amluen Valley as o garden for semi-tropical genin and fruits,
is not a particularly steong feature, Braidwood therefore must be added to the list
of rejeeted Sites.

79, The Goulburn Site has already been eonsidered when comparing Southe
western Sites.  Bombala—Eden, or Southern Monaro, Bemboka, R‘lmtb. and
Buckley’s Crossing were the only other Southern Sites inspected, and as Bembol
near the head of the Bega River, possesses cmlg the altitude, and, with it, the climate
of the Foot Hills of the Coast Range, and is in other respeets unsuitable, that Site
may he disvegarded.  Delegate, near the Victorian Border, does not eome info com-
petition with the otber Sites, inasmueh as its promoters may he said to have
cally retired in favour of Bombala-Eden. No Public Inquiry was held at

TBuckley's

21

Buekley's Crossing, but, although in regard to water reso iti

of eountry, and climate, that Site had nﬂch to mlmen#?&ﬁﬂ?m&ﬂwg

special features which the neighbour Site of Southern Monaro , and sugzested

Iém'h lifiedd 1 that neighbour mther than independent competition.
uch incorporation, Il be: seen, has been suggested.  (See Plan and deseription

of boundaries of Southern Monaro Extension Site, marked 8 in Appendix.) .

B0, Three inspections ol‘r lh]:e !amlhm Monaro Federal Territory and Capital featbern
of the s i

Sites made for the strongly the favo
bes ey 0 urable
o] 1;1«:101 have lln‘?’u entertained of this tract of eountry, just as giuiilar inspections
Y ke Orange and Yoss Sites strengthened my original inelinations in their favour ;
and when it was decided to reduce the cligilniu s to three, the right of Southern
Monaro to a place eould not be questioned ; for not only does it possess all the
gﬁ?asmm;r::;::mﬂfe:::mdoprb mge and Yass, except Accessibility by rail, but
its own w i i
e e hich must atteact the serious attention of
In the first place, the inelusion in the Federal Territory of Southern
of n}:uﬁhanr | wofold Bay, with at least from 5 to 6 squarimiles of safe 33:']?0:
5{0 or the largest ocean-going steamers, secured by a north and south breakwater
no extraord inary dimensions or cost, and of a railway connection with that
harbour, both railway and harbour and a sufficient arca of adjacent country to be
Commenwealth property, distinguish this Site from all others.

The Engi Chief for Harl and Nivers estimates the cost

; of the
brenkwaters—the northern, 4,700 feet, the southern, 4,850 fect in length, affording
a width of entrance of 1,800 feet—at £1,028,000,a sum which might be eonsiderably
reduced if suitable stone could be obiained in the neighbourhood. (See sketeh of
Bay and works, and letter of Mr. Darley, Annexure Bombala-Eden, b.s

_ Butas against this large sum, it is only fair to set the fact that thi
being Crown land would cost the Commonwealth nothing for resumpti Llg Tarhour

If the Seat of Government were to be located on the Monaro tableland
and connected by rail with a harbour such as Twofold Bay, the Commonwealth
would acquire an invaluable naval bose situated nearly halfway between the two
State Capitals that offer the greatest temptations to an ~Sydney and Mel-
bourne.  The Eastern States of Austrlin would acquire a harbour of refuge, or for
refitting ships in distress, or for coaling. 1f the Commonwealth is to have a navy
of its own, or even a training ship, Twofold Bay would be a convenient station,
particularly for gunnery practice, and suggests itsell as the convenient head-quarters
of the Naval Commandant.  As the breakwaters would be fortified, the Port of Eden
could he made practieally impregnable.  With such a harboue the Commonwealth
rall]LrI.‘gave tam; mt}_ahzg“fglmc]%ng the various State Capitals—one by sea, the other

¥ —anid for faci ing the ecollection, ilisati
e o el ' , mobilisation, and despateh of troops,
_ The lumber cargoes from the other sido of the Pacifie could i
direct on the Eden Wharf; and the same facilities would exist for eabergmsdmgm
:ﬁl;e, irom, sr?o&ngrsgles,r lilu,tecmmt, and all other kinds of building material ; and
every State of the Federation would lave a common i i i
harbour second only to Port Jackson, Dt i o

The resident inhabitants and visitors of the Federal Capital on the u
Hl_mam would have, within three hours journey by rail, a mfsa._- climate a :‘:?ri’b?;
suited for bathing and seaside recreations; and as winter quarters for those who
might require an oceasional change from a bracing to o m;].dtr climate.  And two
climates as those of Eden and Monaro would, be of reciprocal henefit.

What these and other advantages might mean in the course of a generatio
or two it is impossible to predict, and, perhaps, difficult to exaggerate. L =

. Whether the advantages to be derived from the association of suel a harbour
with a Federal Territory would compensate for the eost of securing them, it is for
others to determine; but even in its present state, the Port of Eden, except during
violent south-enst gales, which are infrequent, is one of the best on the const of

New
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New South Wales, the in-curved northern headiand forming a very snug, though
rather small, harbw.r which hns an excellent jetty, when vessels of 2,000 tons
can &imlmgo, while a few thousand pounds spent in extension and enlargement of
the jetty, and in putting down mooring and riding buoys, wuuld ¥ w}' greatly improve
the shipping l‘am]:lm.s of the Port pending the

T have given special attention to the harbour mlrantugﬂ assoeiated with
this Site, because they are, in one mpncL its chief distinguishing feature ; but there
u another aspect in which this Site is distinguished from all others. 1T the Federal

ital is established in Southern ntmam, it is comsidered certain that Victoria
nl'l'e:l.end her Gippsland Line, now terminating at Bairnsdale, th i Orbost,
and eontouring the const up to the Vietorian Border near Delezate or Timbillica, and
B0 wmplnta a coastal circuit of milway communieation, would he of great
stra value, and would also be a relief to the Main ' k Line, and possibly
an ive substitute for a_duplieation of the roadway of that line, the ordin:
traffic on which must, with intercolonial frectrade, beeome more and more conges
The cost of such an extension, which it is lnmumed would be borne by Vietoria, i n
estimated by Mr. Rennick, the Vietorian Engineer-in-Chief for Construction, at
L665,493 185, or £4,500 per mile for 147 miles 71 chains.  The cost of extension to
Delegate River or Ben&ou would be mueh higher, viz, £1,351,212 10s. and
£1,442,237 10s. (See Annexure | to Report on Bombala-Eden, or Southern Monaro.)

In regard to Water Supply, whatever rank is to be assigned to the Site which
the most abundant, as well as the cheapest, by gmmnllan from a never-
ili thern Monaro has hawdly o rival, even
under the eonditions of the original proposal; but with the Snowy River thrown in,
as it will be by the enlargement of the Site, as suggested (post, 24, Southern
Monare ly first in the important matter of Water urees ; and
the same SIl.l! gives better promise than any other of affording water power for
gﬂnulle lifts and the development of electrical en er%y The character of the
‘ater Supply is treated at length in the Report on this Site, at page 30, It may,
however, be mentioned here that most of the catchment areas of the Delegate and
Little Plains Rivers are in New South Wales, and within the proposed Federal
Territory as enla: althongh the sources of both are in swamps and springs on
the other side of the Victorian Border.

In regand to A.eemmﬁty, althouglh the distance from Sydney to Melbourne,
wid Goulburn and Cooma Rail nny, mshexr.cnded 10 ‘thc Vietorian Boriler, and

thenee vid Orbost and Bairnsd would G760 mxlm,
or 100 miles more than the d.utanm lmtmn the same hﬂl pmntsby thie Main South-
Western Trunk Line rid Albury ; the Southern Monaro Site would be very

nearly equidistant, as between Sydney and Melbourne by rail, and by water the
difference would not be very much in favonr of Byduey. disadvantage of 100
miles more railway road between the two Capitals would, however, be more than
eounter-halanced by the advantages of the alternative sea route, and the connection
of our Suntlm'n Railway System with the Victorian Gippsland System.

Monaro, it must be admitted, is at t et off both from Sy
and Ue.llmrm by the break in railway eommunications, and, of these, it seems
no less than two ext and one ind i! llimm]lbnrequuulhel'nmﬂm
Site can be snld t0 he properly aceessible. The Victorian extension lias al been
considered. There remain the connecting line, Eden to the Monaro Federal ital
Site, and the extension from Cooma to the same point, This extension has Feen
estimated to cost, if continued to the Victorian border, £7,000 mile, i.e., for 91
miles, £637,000; and the connection, from Eden to the Ta Land, i taken eid
Bondi, £1,825,350; and, if taken eid Wolumla, Postle’s ronte, £1,088,719. The
former is the shorter route by sime 14 nnlea,hna it is much the more costly per
mile. (See A 2 and 3, Tden.)

The connection from Twofold Bay, ding to the proposals of the it
ommlm I:::nnm Bite, wm;ld be mnde at the joint expense of the Commons
wi 0 proportion of cost falling to New South Wales might not, on a
mﬁm hasis, be more than £400,000, in round numbers,  The extension from

to the Border, estimated at £637,000, together with the proportion of ecost

to

23

3 New South Wales of the breakwaters—say, £370,000; making a total, with

n of t of th ¥ \) | A K
o £m e e Lovd's Hill \nl«:‘ Sup]ﬂy Scheme {.{'-4-0 1}

But it is contended by the promoters, and, I think, with justice, that their
Scheme should not be weighted with the eost of a mulwav, which they say onght to
have been constructed years ago in fulfilment of a State u‘hhpllm o the just elsims
of an important, but hitherto negleeted, part of lier territory.  As & matter of fact,
the right of the district to the more costly of t'Ilmm t\m ||nes—tl|lt. from Eden to I.lw
Monaro Tableland—has been publicly and i and the p
have asked me, in justice fo J:ﬂr ense, to mpmlum the views ol' Sir Henry Parkes
and Sir William (ﬂwn M) Dg-m.- a8 cxpressed in o debate in the Legislative
Assembly on the 1st October, 159

Sir Huxny Pankes ; "Ildmmbﬁn'lln.ﬂ-&mml] v ﬂle Eaden, from coe
:dulunrlnmhﬂ bu--eg]m:.;hn::]llmmuhhmme? M( h)l:-." el
communicaticn, to wl n it s wichl Eden, whicl -
Rarbase, will osne the st of & very Iaphrtash T R AhE
du.hmmqmlh hﬂmmlwm:ﬂd hunhwurlhhtllﬁm tances, this reult
in certain by the very foroe from without, T B been the vietim, if T may
0 term it, dngvhrl!glwt. -Jomllr-lwu!ukkh ]thﬂudlﬂwhmdmm‘
unnnly,bcrm\n—mm ol Bay, where the town of Eies is sitoated, 1l ane

important places in New Soath Wales. I have no doubt whatever of that. Mh-buiu
lmimn.mmounnmmu*wnmmgmmdumuuuw
Mr, Lyxe: “1 think, if there is a district in which a railway should be construeted, u-l-mdu
tableland to the port of Eden,  Thero is no finer port in the Coloay, snd there is po finer coun
'h-r.kndu. I:uuﬂd-%hmn«ldﬂ%mmu!anﬁmhnmm-o
-mpn- donbt that the port mnst become a great shipping port, and it wi
.'mlleullv population.

These are the deliberate opinons of a past and present Pmmer af New

South Wales, and were given without intuition of Federal or eonditions,

but solely upon a consideration of the natural elaims of the district to better eom-

munieation.  And whether New Snlltll Wales has to bear the whole cost of this

connection of port and tableland, or only a proportion of it, the liability is not one to

be o the debit of the Southern Monaro Site. A numll:mmlsnwnldmm
B.lomm eme—with

to charge New South Wales—i.e,, the Southern
Proportion of cost of this milway (say)... e
m w  breakwal y o .000
" ™ Lord's H.lll Water Suppqr Scheme .‘:.14..400

a:rul to relieve the scheme from t‘lw whole mt m’ the Coamu extennun (MT MO],
becanse that WAy of the E
connection admitted to have lml" been an uni‘ullilled State obligation.
Thus the cost to the State of the Southern Monaro Scheme, under the heading
of Accessibility, would be about £784,400.
In the matter of Climate, the altitude of this Site (2,400 feet) and its latitude
gwdegrees south), ensure a somewhat cooler summer and autumn tlmn any other
thern Site, and in winter a climate quite as end s those
Qumhgau,or Buekley's Crossing. A]lthm Southern Sites are within themﬂuems.
during the hot menths, of the afternoon mhummdthom Southern Monaro
ﬂlewmtertamperatnmaumoﬂmndmp&mmdwmd ﬁ'l'eﬁlli.ﬂoflmw,
et there is compensation in the summer day temperature, which averages only 66
es, and in a night temperature of 50 degrees, and the snow mrely lies on the
Ew.nd all day. Bleak cutting winds are expericnecd occasionally in winter, but
not more severe than these of other Southern Sites on the .
In regard to soil, there are some extensive tracts ineluded in this Site of
nglem:hd basaltie soil, and that of granite formation is as well ada to the growth
cereals and fruits as the sofl of any other Southern Site. 1Its proximil thn
warmer and very productive District would, however, give Southern
an advantage over some of these Sites, in the command of such grain and frmh:l[gnp]m
as are the pm]ur.la of a warmer climate. The same coast country would be
helpful in supplying fat eattle during eertain seasons, and dairy produce, in which
respects the Southern Sites are not so well favoured T
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)lr‘.BIduln]phmpomuMm:—
i exactly the sme distancs from Melbourna a3 Goulbarm is ; 180 miles to Sydney ; m}
S |=1m-,am mmmummmmum\\mm to Wellington 1
o ; ahout 923 miles 1o Addelabde, vid mpnnerer:nH'ﬂmmn about 710 miles to
Adelside, vid the Murray Valloy (should Hay nod Morgan ever be eonnected) ; lbnnllsmnlluwHM
ﬁ!l:ﬂmﬂm .ms,m;n;'-“: Mgn .lmrﬂlm railway be baid dawn betweess Port Augusta and
1o Adelaid i
’“ﬂ“ Ty v, A s o el i iy, ae by ol oo i ho s of
sharwe and Adelaido— wely about 150 100 mibes mearer
() By wator, tho s as to Sydoey ;}.Mnlpm)hmdl&muphhmlaoml-
by rmil 5 o ke > Melloarne, thence 443 wm 3
mmwmw&mhin -mnndmmanm quqvu:d;d:nuru
the whalo
m‘::' m;w:':'mm u.ﬁ..w .mbe.mg Intrusive rocks, such as baslt, diorite, gbbro,
de, e,

“(b) There nre several -dmiwlhoﬁk,wnhmm'wnpﬂﬂau Five of these
-onldl-!ve:. “semabined h:;mo!m!ﬂ&:qmmln 'l‘hl:mhol‘rl\‘\ulwpp!}ln‘hq,
Eke all Asstralian streams, aro intermittent in dry sesoss, t moeasing Bow in ondinary amd
.wot‘l'_luu. m-mu;hrm wnmm:]:\amm I.wnlliliqupupcé;bmmx.

pressare’ ta initinte an and eoonoss tation
dnuu d»mwm electricity, ample and uent Bushings of oll drains and sewors,
wz;m mmmmdmmmfmmmhfmwpmmm

" i is abtainable on and near the ares ; whilst marble, Ii
s e o i woul Vv to b el e
nﬂnwln.fmllbunmlllr* Ih!lennng. i, &\e. is an abandance of snuclh‘kbml:h;dw

e e e e e o o o2 et et
F ta o eountry sdjoining om the
*(d) The sewage system would be a very com .mn,un!mlmmnﬂlnd-mdmmu
whole site is available into & * main," ‘with, tho true fall of the countey, and with an oven
throughout, at the north-western corser of the arem.  The und nature ul'mi I-nd.-mllbemhkr
of small streams in area, aflond a natural drairage for strects
~(-)mau.u-}h.§nm *second” or fd.m.qpum, ‘e main tableland mmﬁm
Onnnmileb,nmpn; 600 fert, greater altitude,  This position ensure a nqmblodmm
the higher lands. Being umilnwu.ally-mdumglhnmumhw ‘their
rimti-ur aro avoidod, . A reloreots b0 tho * Thermomebar will werify theso
3 e pcigiia e ik umuaunm {the weoanl ighest point in
Ihwlq}. tho watorworks and City, de., wouald hwinmdunmhmmmy,unwn
Macquario rises 1,700 feet above the ares, and woald, of conrse, be fortified ; also, there are several Jesser
ominémces around the site, which coukl be dealt with isilarly, This great hill is an * isolated mas, sboat

wne-third of a mile Jong, and owe-twelfth of o wile wido oa top, and af a flat cap. 1t s about 6
maibes distant from City contee,  Bed nmmﬁumlbunmllwulnmmt int, asd 120
miles o 1 & the crow flies), with the rough and intervening Blue Mountain mkllmul
o Ly n for. The milway runs di limughﬂwmq.hummﬂhm
‘the corner nt Watervale. The senery is also very fair.
“(a) Omitting the * Municipality of Carconr " at north-cast corner, areas alinated would ﬁg&
]Mumn!!wlm saburban lasd, and about 50,000 acres of country lards; bnulut-lﬂin

Crown lands, including Church nnd Schocls Estate, reserves, &c., cqual about 12,500 aeree
ﬂm&mm%.ﬂmm lunds, sboat £20,000, and 30s. per acco fer country,

ik valse, private town and sebartanland . . £35,000
“"s‘&%‘&"" dcﬁmmnm 150,000

Tolal cost  woe e .tlSmW)

() 1. Pranl matorial is sssured, s the enntigaous ta the -emgu:nlmln
the o m-ﬁ Macquarie mm“vﬂi):‘;n-ﬁ.nnﬁﬂlﬂtd m.wvddmn& el
wmdmﬂm products, and is on the diret lino of Queensland nﬂliulmlsj

e
M“’"!.Onlmhnlﬂk] abwut 00 mibes ; iron hp\mﬂl\dwﬁam;pﬂtﬂm.md eopper
=3, Tt has the ity to support & eonsidernbl
4. Centrality, n')ml.lrl mmd:n-, h with mnq. ecomosio lml ample
nleenpp ample food n"ﬂ, uﬁu aq conl and I.Idln; ?u
t{e lmu Omaq Cowra, and  Blayney wel; i, M.!?.m 17
henefie thiwe centres of n:lmthhuglu

wrequired by the * Federal City '; and, unquestionably, this is the caso with ereuemB.m Thesiddes,

gardens nel parks, public offices, colleges, private mansions, &=, are not concomitants of chimney stacks

anil smoke, nodse, and evil odoars, &, ke Foundations good ; bedrock not maupinmphm.-nd
weighty buildings

Hr.
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Mr. Biddulph m,_uwm Tt et b sma Vs : <
Bl ok obstacly,' T beliove the best spot in Ko
w:.:.'?f’:.'a..: 1o ke oo %nns “Hill and i‘lulmrp....mm;w'nw mlp?u the
lﬂ:mmm m..ﬂm l"l‘“"".l bH'-l il-ﬁrum the -um radinte towards the Lachlun and

i L
o ”' lh-limﬁullbw\llﬂhvd. T have shewn swch by *red
e consid ive neleme,”

e S— propurt;
d-u;,' would be o and the of
l?u]m{ Btate recsuping mume wvoral times sver, on the transaction, T fear this h

Y imsurmou) s mati
“MMWIwh"aﬂghhﬂnulmum:ﬂ:’: llnwm,aldm question could be
“ﬂm,‘,' . mmﬂﬂwm-ludn:ﬂnww’ Iy, urrmduh'llu-n—-

8;"" fair ; -ill Iu-h i i ..,m'
a:-..h b e ey oot bt ot very lenlln\nq
mﬁ.ﬂ o el mu-s dlo-:q;-w mm. }dﬁm‘m S B

penemuti i
“Mcpﬁ&%n—hm-m-ﬂlhuhhnw it i mbout 100 foet above
roposed mw_mp h'l'he dkm-ﬂuﬂqﬂxlmu about m foet, al::’pw I’denl.chy
;’wnd-hnn- ; eatchment. staragy vory T¢ 1 fnch of the nnnual rainfall on the are
i Koep a mmuwqummmmmmwm

“l’“ﬁ! “lhlpnnm and Cadia Crevks ; but T have been down the former twicn Auring the late

amid thers was a geod s mld.u baoth vocasions.
m:nh:ﬂmmh ﬁn&hﬁﬁ-mmuhwdﬂuhth| adwl’uamux.:i'r,in
qnu“‘mlm“__‘ 0 '} Mhmbﬁmﬁ-mﬂw'ﬁmm;lwuhﬂmd

Tt is nn imenrporal 2 acres Tepegraghy.
AMUNDES % nn besd , bas
e et 1 T Sy S e Tk
lmwﬁ:mwudbmmxmauuhmmmm Lirves— Ommminm‘l'—nn.
38 mibes on’ the morth. and 1o G , B4 mikes o the south. Om & Coota.
sty the differencn in altitade bet the highest abong the Line wod the consmencement of the

& basin of the Murrumbidges, is abous 1,200 feet, rives, however, i distant from Cootamandm
ulont 30 mi Thngu it for the Fodoral Capital is some 10 miles enst of Cootamundm, anl
near to Willerdboon Station. Tt bas an tion of about 600 foet v than Cootama and s o
eombination of undulsting h valloys, some portions of which are mnder cxltivation,

quarterly Unpenare, for of thirteen
i mTe m"?:m;, 514 dm
hgm-&-lhlhl-d w«amwmm.‘h 4
B tha 4173 degrees. The greatest leat s 1

for
rw:hnur.q-nu T01 inches ; aﬂhm& an mms-n;-ﬂhmmmﬁ:ar. R
ﬁmudmllhwbﬂinhui‘m&a?qu taking Wallendbeen as furthest sccoibitny
pwmcw tanstinilra itslf is mearer by 70 miles to Sydeey than to e,
mlurm!whwmq.m"urm- The distance from rishane is 976 miles, but about 876
‘Werris-Croek wwh:mmmamn' which would be much reduced
th-a amundm-Temom Line were extended westerly to Hillten and Wilcannia,  There i 5o com-
manicathon by water,
The sedl b described as a cf mm!mmwudwhwmmm;-ﬁmmm\w
authori udmmm.msmmm«m lhmm;.mq,.iﬁn_“‘ﬂ""

On Wi
Contatmia ot mmﬂwﬂ by gravitation and pariping, Two witneses considored. that
nn efficiont gravitatin obtained from Adjinbilly .t.. ol‘lbe'l\mll.-nd-tm
ncross the Murrums| at n oot of about ah[mm'hnul.nlaplnla 3
il dlistnnt from Cootansundrs, nk n coat of about £230,000. A third gravieation schemo would, it
was stuted, be nfforded by the Barren Juck or Coodrdighes Weir, Mr. Blomfiekl, who inspected the
Adjinbilly, reported that thas Site, as far as elevation, storage, and catchmest wers concernid, was a
wery otse, but would be expenive (the rservolr sito being distant abowt 40 mdbes from Costamund
and t! ;mmhwhmw({-wmmumwuﬂymmwh
{Sew Auncxure, marked Costamunds,
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